
ELORA RAPIDS - 78 James Street, Elora. (289) 271-2571 
 

KAYAKING THE ELORA GORGE 
 

START: The Staircase In The NW Corner Of Victoria Park (Intersection Of Henderson St / Victoria Crescent, Elora) 
END: Wilson’s Flats (6285 8 Line West, Centre Wellington) 
FLOAT DISTANCE: 8km 
FLOAT TIME: 2-3 Hours 
 
ELORA RAPIDS TO VICTORIA PARK: With Elora Rapids on your left walk down James Street. Victoria Park is straight ahead. 
 
ELORA RAPIDS TO WILSON’S FLATS: 10 Minutes By Car 

 
With Elora Rapids on your left proceed down James Street. James Street will turn into Victoria Crescent as you go around the 
bend. Take Victoria Crescent 200 meters and merge onto Smith Street. Take Smith Street 100 meters to the stop sign. Turn left 
onto David Street. Cross the David Street Bridge and proceed to the traffic light at 400 meters. Turn left onto Wellington Road 7 
and proceed 900 meters to the traffic light. Turn right onto Wellington County Road 21 for 7km. After passing through Inverhaugh 
and the Pilkington Overlook turn right onto 8 Line West. Wilson’s Flats will be at the bottom of the hill on the right. 
 

 
 
VICTORIA PARK TO RIVER ACCESS: 5 Minute Walk 
 
Descend the staircase in Victoria Park into the Elora Gorge. WARNING - The staircase is steep and only has one hand rail. Take 
your time and be safe. Upon reaching the bottom of the stairs turn sharply to the left where you will find a small footpath that will 
slowly take you to the Irvine Creek at the bottom of the embankment. WARNING - Watch your footing and take your time. Once 
you reach the Irvine Creek, walk along its edge downstream until you reach the confluence of the Irvine Creek and Grand River. 
You will launch your kayaks from here. Make sure your PFD and helmet are secure.  
 

 



 
THE JOURNEY 

 
The first 3 km of the trip have all of the rapids and the final 5 km are more mellow. You may need to pull over after some rapids to 
empty water from your kayak. WARNING - The second rapid is the largest one, known as The Chute. This rapid has the best 
chance of ejecting you from your kayak. If you wish to skip this rapid, simply pull to the right side of the river after paddling through 
the first rapid and disembark onto the rock ledge. Walk along the rock ledge and enter the river again downstream of The Chute. 
You reach the low level bridge in about 45 minutes - 1 hour. Portage around the low level bridge. All participants who finish their 
float at the low level bridge will be required to pay the Elora Gorge Park fees. Otherwise, continue on to Wilson’s Flats to avoid 
fees. The river splits and rejoins numerous times. Pick the deepest looking section and enjoy the ride.  
 

KAYAKING THE GRAND RIVER VALLEY 
 
START: Wilson’s Flats (6285 8 Line West, Centre Wellington) 
END: Kissing Bridge (Rivers Edge Drive, West Montrose) 
FLOAT DISTANCE: 10km 
FLOAT TIME: 2.5-5 Hours 
 
ELORA RAPIDS TO WILSON’S FLATS: 10 Minutes By Car. See directions and maps from Kayaking The Elora Gorge.  
 
WILSON’S FLATS TO KISSING BRIDGE: 6 Minutes By Car 
 
Upon exiting the parking lot turn left onto 8 Line West. At the stop sign at the top of the hill turn right onto Wellington County Road 
21 and continue for 4.5km until you reach a traffic light. Continue straight through the traffic light and make an immediate right 
onto Rivers Edge Drive. Continue for 1km until you reach Letson Park. This is where your designated driver will pick you up, or 
this is where you can park your second vehicle. You will be exiting the river 200 meters back up Rivers Edge Drive from which you 
just came. The road here is next to the river and there are no houses with private property.  
 

 
 

 
 

THE JOURNEY 
 
This is a long peaceful journey. Enjoy the paddle. You will pass under the Iron Bridge at 3.5km about 1-1.5 hours from the start. 
You will pass under the Ghost Bridge (bridge pillars with no bridge) after 8km which will take anywhere from 2.5-4 hours to reach 
from the start. You will then pass under one last bridge with the West Montrose Family Camp on the right. Proceed another 500 
meters where you will exit the river on the left onto Rivers Edge Drive. Be sure to exit before you approach the houses near the 
Kissing Bridge. 
 
 



ELORA RAPIDS - 78 James Street, Elora. (289) 271-2571 

 
TUBING THE GRAND 

 
START: Parking Lot To The Right Of The Fergus Legion (500 Blair Street, Fergus) 
END: Trestle Bridge Parking Lot (Beside The Overpass Between Fergus & Elora On Wellington County Road 18) 
FLOAT DISTANCE: 2km 
FLOAT TIME: 45 Min - 1.5 Hours 
 
ELORA RAPIDS TO FERGUS LEGION: 10 Minutes By Car (Use Google Maps. If downtown Elora is closed use directions below) 
 
With Elora Rapids on your left proceed down James Street. James Street will turn into Victoria Crescent as you go around the 
bend. Take Victoria Crescent 200 meters and merge onto Smith Street. Take Smith Street 100 meters to the stop sign. Turn right 
onto David Street. Proceed to the end of David Street and then turn right onto Irvine Street. At the 4th stop sign turn left onto Mill 
Street / Wellington County Road 18. Proceed 4km and then turn right onto Johnston Street South (If you find yourself in downtown 
Fergus you missed the turn). Follow Johnston Street until it turns to the left and becomes Blair Street. Pass the Carstar Auto 
Mechanic and the Fergus Legion parking lot is on the right. 
 

 
 
FERGUS LEGION TO TRESTLE BRIDGE PARKING LOT: 3 Minutes By Car (For those walking back to their vehicles at the end 
of the float see the NOTE at the end.) 
 
Proceed back past the Carstar Auto to Johnston Street South and continue to the stop sign. Turn left onto St. Andrew Street West 
/ Wellington County Road 18. Proceed about 1.4 km and look for the parking lot on the left. You will see a sign stating “Aboyne 
Trails Parking.” If you went under the overpass you just missed it. If the parking lot is full cars often park on the street. 
 

 



FERGUS LEGION PARKING LOT TO RIVER ACCESS: 3 Minute Walk 
 
Proceed back up Blair Street and pass the Carstar. On the left you will notice an address sign “546” and a small trail into the 
woods. Take this trail. WARNING - The trees will do their best to puncture your tubes. Be very careful as a punctured tube makes 
for a lousy float. After about 1.5 minutes the trail will fork. Take the left fork which slowly descends. This trail turns to the left just 
up ahead. WARNING - This section is a little steep. Watch your footing. Proceed to the river and begin your journey. 
 

 
 

THE JOURNEY 
 
Sit back and relax on this journey as the river takes you along the cliffs of the Grand River Valley. Be sure to watch out for 
someone fishing up ahead and avoid their lines as best you can. Your journey ends in about 45 minutes - 1.5 hours at the Trestle 
Bridge. It is the first bridge you come across. Exit the river on the right just before you reach the bridge and make your way up the 
staircase out of the river valley. Walk directly away from the river to reach the Trestle Bridge parking lot in just a few minutes.  
 
NOTE: If you have decided to walk back to your vehicle (about 20 minutes) instead of shuttling two vehicles you can avoid the 
busier Wellington County Road 18 as follows. Proceed back to the parking lot as above. When you reach the parking lot you will 
notice a trail that runs parallel to County Road 18 next to the kiosk. Take this trail for about 3 minutes to Omar Street. Continue up 
Omar Street / Bon Accord Street for 12 minutes until you reach the end (still walking parallel to Wellington County Road 18 the 
entire way). At the end of Bon Accord Street you will enter the Arboretum. Turn left at the entrance of the Arboretum and you’ll 
immediately come to the road at Colquhoun Street. Turn right onto Colquhoun Street and follow it for 2 minutes until you reach the 
stop sign. Turn right at the stop sign onto Johnston Street South and follow it to the bottom of the hill where it turns left into Blair 
Street. Follow Blair Street back to the Fergus Legion parking lot on the right.  
 

  


